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NEW PASSENGER CAR REGISTRATIONS BY ALTERNATIVE FUEL TYPE 
IN THE EUROPEAN UNION1 

Quarter 4 2015 

 

Alternative fuel vehicle (AFV) registrations: +20.0% in 2015; +21.1% in Q4 

In the  fourth quarter of 2015,  total alternative  fuel vehicle  registrations  in  the EU continued  the 

positive momentum  (+21.1%),  totalling 164,718 units. Of  these, electric vehicle  (EV)  registrations 

showed a substantial increase (+160.5%), more than doubling. EV registrations rose from 22,531 units 

in Q4 2014 to 58,689 units in Q4 2015. Demand for new hybrid vehicles (HEV) also grew significantly 

(+28.8%), reaching 60,911 units. On the other hand, new registrations of cars powered by propane or 

natural gas showed a double‐digit dip (‐31.8%) similarly to the previous quarter, totalling 45,118 – 

more than 20.000 units less than in Q4 2014.     

Among the EU’s major markets, the Netherlands saw the largest increase of AFVs registered over the 

last quarter (+258.1%), followed by France (+43.7%), Germany (+27.8%) and the UK (+17.4%). Growth 

in  these  countries was  fully  driven  by  electric  and  hybrid  electric  car markets,  especially  in  the 

Netherlands where the  largest number of new electric cars was totalled.  Italy performed  less well 

compared  to  Q4  2014  (‐23.6%),  mainly  due  to  the  decline  observed  in  the  gas‐fuelled  car 

registrations, which represent more than 80% of total AFVs. 

In 2015, more than half a million AFVs were registered  in the EU, up 20% compared to 2014. This 

represents 4.2% of total passenger car  registrations. The uplift was  fully sustained by the electric 

(+108.8%) and hybrid electric (+23.1%) markets, while the other alternative fuels declined (‐8.4%).     

                                                            
1 Data for Croatia, Cyprus, Luxembourg, Malta and Slovenia is not available  



Q4 Q4 % Q1‐Q4 Q1‐Q4 %

2015 2014 Change 2015 2014 Change

AUSTRIA 1,603 1,108 44.7 5,901 4,434 33.1

BELGIUM 2,501 2,595 ‐3.6 11,490 10,529 9.1

BULGARIA 1 0 #DIV/0! 21 2 950.0

CZECH REPUBLIC 1,191 1,300 ‐8.4 5,322 3,466 53.5

DENMARK2 2,494 709 251.8 4,696 1,726 172.1

ESTONIA 104 142 ‐26.8 429 610 ‐29.7

FINLAND 1,040 793 31.1 3,662 2,355 55.5

FRANCE 23,739 16,519 43.7 80,728 56,300 43.4

GERMANY 16,510 12,918 27.8 55,994 50,385 11.1

GREECE 393 269 46.1 1,314 813 61.6

HUNGARY 291 214 36.0 1,056 647 63.2

IRELAND3 183 58 215.5 2,082 1,257 65.6

ITALY 45,770 59,909 ‐23.6 210,956 218,785 ‐3.6

LATVIA 97 276 ‐64.9 382 629 ‐39.3

LITHUANIA 46 45 2.2 326 165 97.6

NETHERLANDS 33,386 9,324 258.1 60,589 33,857 79.0

POLAND 2,825 3,280 ‐13.9 11,212 8,790 27.6

PORTUGAL  1,280 1,040 23.1 4,780 3,089 54.7

ROMANIA 172 78 120.5 471 252 86.9

SLOVAKIA 193 397 ‐51.4 1,140 1,252 ‐8.9

SPAIN 7,048 5,608 25.7 23,152 14,827 56.1

SWEDEN 7,357 5,425 35.6 23,657 19,164 23.4

UNITED KINGDOM 16,494 14,005 17.8 72,775 51,853 40.3

EUROPEAN UNION 164,718 136,012 21.1 582,135 485,187 20.0

EU15 159,798 130,280 22.7 561,776 469,374 19.7

EU (New Members) 4,920 5,732 ‐14.2 20,359 15,813 28.7

NORWAY 11,449 6,795 68.5 44,533 29,825 49.3

SWITZERLAND 3,683 3,028 21.6 13,456 9,840 36.7

EFTA 15,132 9,823 54.0 57,989 39,665 46.2

TOTAL EUROPE (EU+EFTA) 179,850 145,835 23.3 640,124 524,852 22.0

WEST. EUROPE (EU15+EFTA) 174,930 140,103 24.9 619,765 509,039 21.8

SOURCE: NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS' ASSOCIATIONS 

1 Only countries for which sourced data is available are listed
2 No data available for HEV
3 Only includes EV and HEV
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For further information, please contact: Ms Francesca Piazza ‐ Statistics & Communications Advisor ‐ E‐mail: fp@acea.be ‐ Tel. (32) 2 738 73 55

This information is available on the ACEA website: http://www.acea.be

Total alternative fuel vehicles

NEW PASSENGER CAR REGISTRATIONS BY MARKET
EUROPEAN UNION1

Alternative Fuel Vehicles (AFV) = electric vehicles (EV) + hybrid electric vehicles (HEV) + natural gas vehicles (NGV) + LPG‐

fueled vehicles

Next press release: Friday 29 April 2016



Q4 Q4 % Q1‐Q4 Q1‐Q4 %

2015 2014 Change 2015 2014 Change

AUSTRIA 879 526 67.1 2,787 1,718 62.2

BELGIUM 942 595 58.3 3,837 2,047 87.4

BULGARIA 1 0 #DIV/0! 21 2 950.0

CZECH REPUBLIC 56 102 ‐45.1 298 197 51.3

DENMARK2 2,474 677 265.4 4,643 1,616 187.3

ESTONIA 2 89 ‐97.8 34 340 ‐90.0

FINLAND 141 134 5.2 658 445 47.9

FRANCE 7,495 4,256 76.1 22,867 12,497 83.0

GERMANY3 8,551 3,969 115.4 23,481 13,118 79.0

GREECE 21 17 23.5 67 59 13.6

HUNGARY 41 10 310.0 130 39 233.3

IRELAND4 42 19 121.1 583 256 127.7

ITALY 517 472 9.5 2,283 1,420 60.8

LATVIA 4 138 ‐97.1 35 194 ‐82.0

LITHUANIA 3 4 ‐25.0 37 9 311.1

NETHERLANDS 25,227 3,721 578.0 43,441 14,805 193.4

POLAND 68 46 47.8 259 141 83.7

PORTUGAL  379 84 351.2 1,083 289 274.7

ROMANIA2 5 4 25.0 24 7 242.9

SLOVAKIA 15 17 ‐11.8 66 117 ‐43.6

SPAIN 951 644 47.7 2,224 1,405 58.3

SWEDEN 3,527 1,203 193.2 8,588 4,667 84.0

UNITED KINGDOM 7,348 5,804 26.6 28,715 14,608 96.6

EUROPEAN UNION 58,689 22,531 160.5 146,161 69,996 108.8

EU15 58,494 22,121 164.4 145,257 68,950 110.7

EU (New Members) 195 410 ‐52.4 904 1,046 ‐13.6

NORWAY 8,874 4,076 117.7 33,721 19,771 70.6

SWITZERLAND 1,999 818 144.4 6,288 2,688 133.9

EFTA 10,873 4,894 122.2 40,009 22,459 78.1

TOTAL EUROPE (EU+EFTA) 69,562 27,425 153.6 186,170 92,455 101.4

WEST. EUROPE (EU15+EFTA) 69,367 27,015 156.8 185,266 91,409 102.7

SOURCE: NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS' ASSOCIATIONS 

1 Only countries for which sourced data is available are listed
2 Only includes BEV
3 FCEV excluded
4 2014 data only includes BEV, plug‐in electric hybrid engine type introduced in 2015
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Electric vehicles

NEW PASSENGER CAR REGISTRATIONS BY MARKET
EUROPEAN UNION1

For further information, please contact: Ms Francesca Piazza ‐ Statistics & Communications Advisor ‐ E‐mail: fp@acea.be ‐ Tel. (32) 2 738 73 55

This information is available on the ACEA website: http://www.acea.be

Electric vehicles (EV) = battery electric vehicles (BEV) + extended‐range electric vehicles (EREV) + plug‐in hybrid electric 

vehicles (PHEV) + fuel cell electric vehicles (FCEV)



Q4 Q4 % Q1‐Q4 Q1‐Q4 %

2015 2014 Change 2015 2014 Change

AUSTRIA 564 415 35.9 2,411 1,926 25.2

BELGIUM 1,423 1,860 ‐23.5 6,880 7,430 ‐7.4

BULGARIA n.a n.a n.a n.a n.a n.a

CZECH REPUBLIC 347 139 149.6 994 386 157.5

DENMARK n.a n.a n.a n.a n.a n.a

ESTONIA 99 42 135.7 355 233 52.4

FINLAND 864 616 40.3 2,846 1,787 59.3

FRANCE 16,047 11,645 37.8 56,030 41,208 36.0

GERMANY 6,117 5,269 16.1 22,512 22,839 ‐1.4

GREECE 261 143 82.5 853 425 100.7

HUNGARY 241 188 28.2 818 517 58.2

IRELAND2 141 39 261.5 1,499 1,001 49.8

ITALY 7,110 5,713 24.5 25,240 21,154 19.3

LATVIA 50 82 ‐39.0 206 216 ‐4.6

LITHUANIA 43 41 4.9 289 156 85.3

NETHERLANDS 7,861 4,151 89.4 16,114 14,831 8.7

POLAND 1,577 1,534 2.8 5,416 3,858 40.4

PORTUGAL  752 629 19.6 3,058 1,930 58.4

ROMANIA 167 74 125.7 447 245 82.4

SLOVAKIA 23 26 ‐11.5 117 58 101.7

SPAIN 5,610 4,223 32.8 18,406 12,083 52.3

SWEDEN 2,468 2,261 9.2 8,710 6,997 24.5

UNITED KINGDOM 9,146 8,201 11.5 44,060 37,245 18.3

EUROPEAN UNION 60,911 47,291 28.8 217,261 176,525 23.1

EU15 58,364 45,165 29.2 208,619 170,856 22.1

EU (New Members) 2,547 2,126 19.8 8,642 5,669 52.4

NORWAY 2,575 2,719 ‐5.3 10,808 10,021 7.9

SWITZERLAND 1,424 1,781 ‐20.0 6,101 6,118 ‐0.3

EFTA 3,999 4,500 ‐11.1 16,909 16,139 4.8

TOTAL EUROPE (EU+EFTA) 64,910 51,791 25.3 234,170 192,664 21.5

WEST. EUROPE (EU15+EFTA) 62,363 49,665 25.6 225,528 186,995 20.6

SOURCE: NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS' ASSOCIATIONS 

1 Only countries for which sourced data is available are listed
2 2014 data only includes petrol‐electric hybrid vehicles, diesel‐electric hybrid engine type introduced in 2015
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Hybrid electric vehicles

NEW PASSENGER CAR REGISTRATIONS BY MARKET
EUROPEAN UNION1

For further information, please contact: Ms Francesca Piazza ‐ Statistics & Communications Advisor ‐ E‐mail: fp@acea.be ‐ Tel. (32) 2 738 73 55

Hybrid electric vehicles (HEV) = full hybrids + mild hybrids

This information is available on the ACEA website: http://www.acea.be



Q4 Q4 % Q1‐Q4 Q1‐Q4 %

2015 2014 Change 2015 2014 Change

AUSTRIA 160 167 ‐4.2 703 790 ‐11.0

BELGIUM 136 140 ‐2.9 773 1,052 ‐26.5

BULGARIA n.a n.a n.a n.a n.a n.a

CZECH REPUBLIC 788 1,059 ‐25.6 4,030 2,883 39.8

DENMARK 20 32 ‐37.5 53 110 ‐51.8

ESTONIA 3 11 ‐72.7 40 37 8.1

FINLAND 35 43 ‐18.6 158 123 28.5

FRANCE 197 618 ‐68.1 1,831 2,595 ‐29.4

GERMANY 1,842 3,680 ‐49.9 10,001 14,428 ‐30.7

GREECE 111 109 1.8 394 329 19.8

HUNGARY 9 16 ‐43.8 108 91 18.7

IRELAND n.a n.a n.a n.a n.a n.a

ITALY 38,143 53,724 ‐29.0 183,433 196,211 ‐6.5

LATVIA 43 56 ‐23.2 141 219 ‐35.6

LITHUANIA 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 0 #DIV/0!

NETHERLANDS 298 1,452 ‐79.5 1,034 4,221 ‐75.5

POLAND 1,180 1,700 ‐30.6 5,537 4,791 15.6

PORTUGAL  149 327 ‐54.4 639 870 ‐26.6

ROMANIA 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 0 #DIV/0!

SLOVAKIA 155 354 ‐56.2 957 1,077 ‐11.1

SPAIN 487 741 ‐34.3 2,522 1,339 88.3

SWEDEN2 1,362 1,961 ‐30.5 6,359 7,500 ‐15.2

UNITED KINGDOM 0 0 #DIV/0! 0 0 #DIV/0!

EUROPEAN UNION 45,118 66,190 ‐31.8 218,713 238,666 ‐8.4

EU15 42,940 62,994 ‐31.8 207,900 229,568 ‐9.4

EU (New Members) 2,178 3,196 ‐31.9 10,813 9,098 18.9

NORWAY 0 0 #DIV/0! 4 33 ‐87.9

SWITZERLAND 260 429 ‐39.4 1,067 1,034 3.2

EFTA 260 429 ‐39.4 1,071 1,067 0.4

TOTAL EUROPE (EU+EFTA) 45,378 66,619 ‐31.9 219,784 239,733 ‐8.3

WEST. EUROPE (EU15+EFTA) 43,200 63,423 ‐31.9 208,971 230,635 ‐9.4

SOURCE: NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS' ASSOCIATIONS 

1 Only countries for which sourced data is available are listed
2 Includes E85 flex fuel vehicles
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Other alternative fuel vehicles

NEW PASSENGER CAR REGISTRATIONS BY MARKET
EUROPEAN UNION1

Alternative fuel vehicles other than electric = natural gas vehicles (NGV) + LPG‐fueled vehicles

For further information, please contact: Ms Francesca Piazza ‐ Statistics & Communications Advisor ‐ E‐mail: fp@acea.be ‐ Tel. (32) 2 738 73 55

This information is available on the ACEA website: http://www.acea.be


