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              European (EU+Efta) Car Market. October 2018 registrations 

The European car demand continues to contract: in October -7.4%, also due to the 

anomalous growth in the summer period due to the advantageous offer of pre-WLTP 

test cars, effective from 1 September. Cumulatively in the first ten months of the year 

registrations increased by 1.4% to 13,424,360 units. 

Among the major 

markets, the largest 

losses occurred in the Efta 

area (-8%), followed by 

Germany and Italy (-

7.4%), the EU12 (-7.2%), 

and Spain (-6, 6%), from 

the United Kingdom (-

2.9%), and France (-1.5%). 

In the first ten months of 

the year, the result of the 

EU12 stands out, rising by 

10.9%, [especially thanks 

to Romania (+24.2%), 

Hungary (+24.2), and 

Poland (+11.9%)] 

followed by Spain, which 

rose by 10%, by France (+ 5.7%) and 

Germany (+ 1.4%). Italy drops 3.2%, 

the Efta area loses 4.1% and Great 

Britain 7.2% 

 

 

As to Italy in particular the car 

market continued to decline in 

October: -7.4% in the month with 

146,655 units registered. In the first 

ten months of the year 1,638,364 

units were registered, 3.2% less than 

the same period last year.  
 

 

Ger U.K. Fran Italy Spa UE12 Altri

2018 2926,0 2064,4 1836,5 1638,4 1131,1 1203,0 2625,0

2017 2884,7 2224,6 1737,4 1692,8 1027,8 1084,8 2580,4

%Diff. 1,4 -7,2 5,7 -3,2 10,0 10,9 3,4
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EU+Efta car market - cumulative October  2018

Major markets - source ACEA

Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2018 1286 1159 1837 1349 1443 1619 1314 1172 1123 1119

2017 1204 1115 1938 1230 1434 1541 1194 903 1466 1208 1258 1137

2016 1094 1093 1746 1319 1331 1508 1163 856 1497 1141 1189 1194

2015 1028 958 1652 1210 1153 1415 1184 782 1395 1144 1126 1157

2014 968 895 1490 1132 1134 1232 1082 701 1270 1114 990 998
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EU+Efta car market - monthly values

Source Acea



Monthly Registrations Trend (‘000 unità) Source Min. Trasporti/Anfia/Unrae 

According to Anfia:  

“In October the car 

market, still partially 

influenced by the new 

WLTP regulation, 

responsible for an 

anticipation of sales in the 

summer months and the 

consequent sharp decline 

in September, again fell (-

7.4%), but 

decidedly more contained 

than the previous month. 

In this context, the Italian 

manufacturer is focusing 

on the quality of sales with good signs of growth in the most profitable channels - sales to individuals, 

fleets and long-term rentals - in the face of a reduction in volumes in the less 

remunerative. 

According to Unrae: Although the primary objective of central and local administrations should be to 

renew the ancient Italian car fleet, the measures introduced, disconnected and in some cases destined 

to demonize some engines with respect to the highest environmental objective, they do nothing but 

generate uncertainty in the consumer who - in many cases - defers the moment of choice and 

replacement of the car and does not support the virtuous process of modernization of the circulating 

fleet " 

UNRAE, in its continuous contacts with central and territorial institutions, firmly affirms the need to 

put in place an infrastructure plan 

adapted to modern technologies and 

a harmonization of interventions 

related to the mobility of citizens, in 

compliance with the principle of 

technological neutrality, the only 

way, in the short term, able to meet 

the emission limits indicated by 

European standards and to provide 

for the necessary renewal of the 

oldest park that at 30 June 2018, 

according to the most recent UNRAE 

estimates, counted 37, 6 million cars, 

with over 34% before the Euro 4, 

then registered before 2006 ". 

 

The confrontation with the EU Commission continues, to whose rejection the Italian government has 

responded by confirming the proposed Budget Law 2019.  

In the meantime, the unemployment rate rose again in September to 10.1%, compared to 9.8% last August. 

Euro

Area
EU 28 Italia German USA

set-18 8,1 6,7 10,1 3,4 3,7

set-17 8,9 7,5 11,2 3,7 4,2
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Unemployment in September 2018 

Source Eurostat

Gen Feb Mar Apr Ma Giu Lug Ag Sett Ott Nov Dic

2018 178 182 214 171 199 175 152 92 125 147

2017 172 184 226 160 204 188 145 83 167 158 156 121

2016 155 173 190 167 188 166 136 72 154 147 146 124

2015 131 135 162 150 147 148 132 60 131 133 134 109

2014 118 119 140 120 132 128 115 54 111 122 108 92
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Youth unemployment remained substantially stable compared to August, (31.6% against 31.3%), but down 

compared to 34.6% a year ago. 

Regarding the automotive sector as a 

whole, according to preliminary data 

of ANFIA, in August 2018 the 

domestic production of cars 

amounted to over 22,000 units, down 

2% compared to August 2017. In the 

first eight months of the year in 

progress, the production of cars 

recorded a decrease of 6% (almost 

470,000 cars) compared to the same 

period of 2017. 

  

It goes up to 7.1% in October, compared to 6.9% last month, but still down compared to the same month last 

year (8.8%), the share of gas vehicles. 

Together with electric and hybrid, 

the share of vehicles with 

alternative fuels to oil stood at 

14.2% in October compared to 

13.4% last month, thanks to the 

hybrid and electric engines. The 

methane contribution continues to 

decline. In the month the diesel 

dropped to 44% compared to 

47.9% last month and 55.5% last 

year. Cumulatively in the first ten 

months the share of diesel drops 

to 52.4% compared to 56.7 a year ago. Gasoline vehicles rose to 

41.7% in the month compared to 38.7% in September and 31.9% 

in August. In the first 10 months rise to 34.3% compared to 31.9% 

in the first 10 months of last year. This situation was created by 

the "demonization" campaigns of diesel cars that are confusing 

and frightening customers, also in light of the impact on the 

residual value of their car. 

 

As a result, for what concerns the environmentally friendly 

engines, the proportions between the various alternatives in October continue to shift in favor of the electric 

vehicles.   

 

 

 

 

Emilio di Camillo –  www.centrostudisubalpino.it  - november 2018 
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Italian Car Production - source Anfia


