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Western European car sales rebound slowed in May in the EU+EFTA: in May +1,4% 

over last year with 1.151.965 units registered, twenty-first consecutive month of 

increase, but with the lowest percentage increase in the period. In total for the first 

five months the increase over last year went down to 6.7% with 6,000,439 units 

registered. 

Good increase in volume and share of FCA Group, both in the month (+9%) and in the 

aggregate (+11.5%), again mainly thanks to the Jeep. 
To maintain a positive 

level of registrations in 

the month were the 

results, again very 

positive, in Spain which 

grew by 14% in the 

month, followed by Italy  

(+ 10.8%), from UEa12  

(+9%) and at large 

distance from Great 

Britain (+2.4%) and EFTA 

(+4.5%). Down instead in 

the month the demand in 

Germany (-6.7%) and 

France (-3.5%). Positive 

results in almost all the 

countries of Northern 

Europe.  

 
Cumulatively in the first 5 months of the 

year in the EU+ EFTA 6,000,439 units 

were registered, 6.7% more than last 

year during the same period. Leads the 

ranking of the best performances 

among the major markets Spain with a 

21.7% increase followed by Italy with 

+15.2%, and at greater distance from 

UEa12 with +6.2%, the UK with +5.7%, 

from UEa12 with 

+5.5%, France with +3.8%, Germany 

with 3.6%, and the EFTA area with 

+4.1%. Positive results of almost all the 

countries of northern Europe 

Ger U.K. Fran Italy Spain EU12 other

2015 1305,41119,1 791,9 725,5 443,9 401,6 1213

2014 1260,7 1059 762,5 629,8 364,8 378,1 1166,2

%Diff. 3,6 5,7 3,8 15,2 21,7 6,2 4,0
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EU+Efta Car Market - May 2015 cumulative 

registrations - Source Acea 

Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2015 1028 958 1651 1210 1152

2014 968 895 1490 1132 1134 1230 1082 701 1270 1113 989 997

2013 920 829 1350 1081 1087 1179 1024 688 1197 1047 978 950

2012 1003 923 1499 1062 1152 1254 973 722 1132 999 966 838

2011 1074 1017 1602 1128 1253 1273 1050 787 1271 1045 1075 998
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 Looking at the economic developments, Eurostat has just published GDP data for the first quarter 

2015 in Europe, showing for the EU and Euro area a general improvement, with particularly brilliant 

result in Spain, followed by France. Down instead U.K. and Germany. Italy increased of 0, 3% and is 

now considered out of recession. This also as result of the quantitative easing, that was launched two 

months ago, and that was expected in 

fact to favor more robust recovery of 

GDP in Italy and in Europe, as well as 

winning deflation with rising inflation at 

2%, maintain low the Euro and 

encourage lending to small and medium-

sized enterprises which have suffered 

from the lack of financial means (credit 

crunch). The outlook for the near future 

then appear brighter. Meanwhile 

unemployment decreased slightly in 

April at 11.1% in the Eurozone and at 

9.7% in the EU 28, and improving on last 

year. In Italy too unemployment rate 

decreased to 12,4%, compared to 12, 6% 

in March and 12,5% last year. 

As for the automotive industry, with improving economic data, it can be expected to continue the 

positive trend of the car market. 

As to Italian car market in particular slows in May its growth trend, while remaining in double digits: 

+10.7% on May last year with 146,582 units registered. This has led to the twelfth consecutive month 

of increase, the fifth double-digit. In the first five months the increase on last year was of 15.2% with 

725,516 units registered. 

Increased the share of the Fiat group both in the month and in the cumulative. 

Italian Car Market, monthly registrations. (‘000 units) Source Min. Trasporti/Anfia/Unrae 

Also increased in the 

month the new 

contracts, albeit 

significantly lower than 

last month, as indicated 

by the survey 

Anfia/Unrae: 143,000 

units in May, with an 

increase of 8.5% and of 

17% in the five months 

for a total of 750,000 

units. In the month were 

further up sales to 

private individual, grown 

by 16.4%, which leads 

them to increase its stake 

to 61.4%. In the first five 

months, the increase was 

of 13.3%, with a representation of 59.8%, one percentage point lower than last year. The car rent, 

instead, run out in May of its thrust (-2.2%) with a share of 23.9%.  

Gen Feb Mar Apr Ma Giu Lug Ag Sett Ott Nov Dic

2015 131 135 161 149 147

2014 118 119 140 120 132 127 114 53 110 122 108 92

2013 114 109 133 116 137 123 108 53 107 111 103 89

2012 137 131 138 130 148 128 110 56 110 117 107 87
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How will develop the trend of demand in the coming months in the face of the very positive results 

of the first five months, but also of the difficulties that our economy continues to struggle with, even 

if the economic outlook now appear more encouraging than in the past ?. 

It is not easy to answer because even the results of yesterday’s elections in 7 regions, with a marked 

weakening of PD Matteo Renzi, and the great success of the League of Salvini, in addition to the 

strong performance of 5 Stars, (the first party in 3 out of 7 regions where voting took place, without 

repeating however the results of past political elections two years ago), do nothing to facilitate the 

progress of the government and therefore of the reforms essential to the recovery. 

This even when the ECB President Mario Draghi continues to insist on the need to take advantage of 

the expected economic recovery to push ahead with structural reforms. He always remembers that 

for the past Italy has so far tried to improve the fundamentals by increasing taxes instead of reducing 

expenses and implementing the structural reforms needed. 

There aren’t therefore still concrete signs of strategic solutions to the problems that plague our 

economy that remain virtually unchanged. As for the automotive industry, with economic data 

expected to improve, the positive trend of the car market can be expected to continue, although with 

growth rates lower and although no concrete initiative will be taken by the Government for the 

sector. 

The production of motor vehicles in Italy, according to the Istat survey, increased also in April, again 

for the performance of the Jeep Renegade and Fiat 500X, produced in the same factory in Melfi, 

where Marchionne has planned to 

produce 400,000 cars in the year, with 

the hiring of 2,000 people. 

Falls in the month, the share of gas 

vehicles, with only an 11.6% share, 

less than that of April and significantly 

lower than in May last year (14.4%), 

and the results of the last of part last 

year. 

Together with the share of electric 

and hybrid alternative fuel vehicles 

amounted to 13.2% in May, compared 

to 16.6% last year. The diesel remains 

in the month at 55.5%, slightly higher 

than May last year (55%). The share of 

gasoline rose to 31.4%, compared to 28.4% in May last year. In the cumulative of the first five months 

diesel vehicles reached 55.6% of the market, 30.5% gasoline vehicles and 13.8% those with 

alternative propulsion, (of which 12.2% gas vehicles compared with 12.6% in the same period last 

year). 

For what concerns the environmentally friendly engines 

the proportions among the various alternatives continue 

to move slightly in favor of the electric and hybrid cars, 

especially at the expense of methane. 

For what concerns environmentally friendly engines 

the proportion among the various alternatives is moving 

slightly in favor of electric and hybrid cars.  

 

Emilio di Camillo – www.centrostudisubalpino.it  – June 2015 
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