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        European car market. Registrations in December 2021 

The decline in the European car market (EU + EFTA + UK) worsened again in 
December (‐21.7%). In the total for the year + 1.5% registrations over last 

year  

According to data 
released by ACEA, 
the Association of 

European 
Manufacturers, in 

December 
registrations of new 
cars in the EU + 
EFTA + UK area 
amounted to 
950,218 units 
against 1,214,062 
units in the same 
month last year ( -
21.7%). The year 
ended with a 
decrease of 1.5% 
on last year to 
11,774,885 units 
registered. 

Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2021 842 850 1388 1040 1084 1283 979 725 973 799 864 950

2020 1135 1067 853 292 624 1132 1282 884 1300 1129 1047 1215

2019 1226 1149 1771 1345 1444 1491 1330 1074 1285 1215 1211 1262

2018 1286 1159 1837 1349 1443 1619 1314 1172 1123 1119 1158 1039

2017 1204 1115 1938 1230 1434 1541 1194 903 1466 1208 1260 1138
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(EU+Efta+UK)  car markets ‐ monthly values
Source Acea



Alongside  the  situation  in  the 
major  markets  at  the  end  of 
December 2021 

As to Italy in particular, the 
heavy situation of the car 
market was also confirmed in 
December: ‐27.5% in the 
month. In the total for the year 
1,451,952 units were 
registered, 5.5% more than last 
year, but 23.9% less than the 
volumes of 2019. 

Monthly registrations trend. ('000 units) Source Min. Trasporti / Anfia / Unrae  

According to  Anfia "2021 
- an indisputably difficult 
year for the car market, 
which opened in full 
pandemic and hindered by 
supply problems and 
increases in raw materials, 
which was accompanied by 
a worrying crisis in logistics 
and, in more times recent, a 
surge in energy costs - thus 
closes with just under 1.5 
million units registered, in 
recovery compared to 2020 
(+ 5.5%), but still very far 
from pre-covid levels in 
2019 (-23.9%). With regard 
to the 2022 outlook for raw 
materials, if the situation for 
steel is likely to improve 
over the next few months, 
microchips will have to wait 
until at least 2023 and also 
on the logistics front we will 
not see a return to normal 
so quickly. . 

Unfortunately, inexplicably, 
the 2022 Budget Law approved last December 30 does not provide for any multi-year incentive measures for the 
purchase of zero and very low emission cars or other measures to support the gradual recovery of the sector 
and, above all, the ecological and energy transition. that he is facing. 

Ger Fran U.K. Italy UE12 Spa Altri

2021 2622,1 1659,0 1647,2 1458,0 1174,5 859,5 2354,6

2020 2917,7 1650,1 1631,0 1381,8 1156,6 851,2 2369,7

%Diff. ‐10,1 0,5 1,0 5,5 1,5 1,0 1,4

‐12,0

‐10,0

‐8,0

‐6,0

‐4,0

‐2,0

0,0

2,0

4,0

6,0

8,0

0,0

500,0

1000,0

1500,0

2000,0

2500,0

3000,0

I

n

c

r

e

m

e

n

t

i

%

M

i

g

l

i

a

i

a

u

n

i

t

à

EU+Efta+UK car markets ‐ cumulative december 2021
Major markets ‐ source ACEA

Gen Feb Mar Apr Ma Giu Lug Ag Sett Ott Nov Dic

2021 134 143 170 145 143 149 110 65 105 101 104 87

2020 156 163 28 4 100 132 136 88 156 157 138 119

2019 165 178 194 174 197 172 153 89 142 157 151 140

2018 178 182 214 171 199 175 153 92 125 147 147 124

2017 172 184 226 160 204 188 145 83 167 158 156 121
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For its part, the Unrae. "Reaffirms the strong bewilderment over the Institutions' decision not to assign the 
economic resources necessary to incentivize the car market with a three-year plan in the Budget Law. So far, 
the scarce resources allocated with "stop and go" interventions have had a positive impact in promoting electric 
mobility: registrations of full-electric, plug-in hybrid and hybrid vehicles have, in fact, increased by 274% in the 
last year and a half, with an undoubted positive impact on the renewal of the park and on the reduction of 
emissions ". 

 "The absence of an at least medium-term strategy, with an organic intervention plan - adds Crisci - will make 
the economic costs of the transition fall on consumers, and the social costs on workers in a sector that 
generates a turnover commensurate with 20% of GDP " 

Unemployment fell to 9.2% in 
November from 9.4% in October; it was 
9.6% in November 2020. Youth 
unemployment fell to 28% from 28.2% 
in October; it was 30.7% last year 

 

As regards the automotive sector as a 
whole, according to preliminary data 
from Anfia, in the first ten months of the 
year, domestic production of cars, 

although down in the last four months, rose by 5.3% compared to the last year. 
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Italian Car Production ‐ Source Anfia

Euro
Area

EU Italia German USA

nov‐21 7,2 6,5 9,2 3,2 4,2

nov‐20 8,1 7,4 9,6 4,1 6,7
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12 Unemployment in  november 2021 
Source Eurostat



 
 

 The share of gas vehicles fell to 9.9% in December from 11% in November and to 9.1% in 
December 2019. Along with electric and hybrid vehicles, the share of alternative-to-oil-
powered vehicles was at December by 53.4% compared to 54.1% in November, thanks 
exclusively to electric vehicles. In December, the share of diesel was 20.6%. Petrol vehicles 
stood at 26%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emilio di Camillo – Centro Studi Subalpino – January 2022 

 

 

 


