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      European car market. Registrations in January 2021 

Dramatic collapse of the European car market in January (EU + EFTA + UK): 
in the month ‐25.7% with 842,835 units registered.  

According to data 
released by ACEA, 
the Association of 

European 
Manufacturers, 

registrations of new 
cars in the EU + 
EFTA + UK area in 
January amounted 
to 842,8351 units 
against 1,134,898 
units in the same 
month last year, the 
worst month of 
January ever 
among the available 
data. This is as a 
result of one less 

working day in many European 
countries and the continuing effect 
of anti Covid 19 measures. During 
the month, the largest losses were 
recorded in Spain (-51.5%), 
followed by the United Kingdom (-
39.5%), Germany (-31.1%), the 
EU12 (-26.5%), from Italy (-14%), 
the EFTA area (-10.5%) and 
France (-5.8%).  

Italy goes to 2nd place in the 
European ranking, ahead of 
France  

Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2021 843

2020 1135 1067 853 292 624 1132 1282 884 1300 1129 1047 1215

2019 1226 1149 1771 1345 1444 1491 1330 1074 1285 1215 1211 1262

2018 1286 1159 1837 1349 1443 1619 1314 1172 1123 1119 1158 1039

2017 1204 1115 1938 1230 1434 1541 1194 903 1466 1208 1260 1138
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EU+Efta+UK car market ‐ monthly values
Source Acea

Ger Italy Fran U.K. UE12 Spa Altri

2021 169,8 134,0 126,4 90,4 80,4 42,0 199,9

2020 246,3 155,9 134,2 149,3 109,4 86,4 253,4

%Diff. ‐31,1 ‐14,0 ‐5,8 ‐39,5 ‐26,5 ‐51,5 ‐21,1
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EU+Efta+UK car market ‐ cumulative january 2021
Major markets ‐ source ACEA



As to Italy in particular the new year opens with a significant drop: in January ‐14% with 
134,001 units registered. .  

 Monthly registrations trend. ('000 units) Source Min. Trasporti / Anfia / Unrae  

In the opinion of Anfia "The 
opening month of 2021 starts 
at a disadvantage due to 2 
working days less than in 
January 2020. Even the first 
days of the month, with the 
last part of the Holidays in the 
red zone, may have induced 
consumers to postpone 
purchases, despite the full 
activity of dealers, while the 
ongoing government crisis 
has added a further factor of 
uncertainty in an already 
particularly difficult historical 
moment. It is probable that, 
in the absence of the 
incentive measures that 
entered into force on January 
1st, the market results would 

have been worse. There is a lot to recover, but we are confident that in the coming months we can see a gradual 
restart in demand.  

For its part, UNRAE underlines that in the current market scenario our estimate for the car market in 2021 is 
1,550,000 registrations, which indicates a positive trend of + 12% compared to the annus horribilis just closed, 
but that it should be read in relation to the pre-pandemic trend: we are still talking about a heavy drop of 19% 
compared to 2019 levels and it is certainly not a prudential estimate”, says Michele Crisci, President of UNRAE, 
the Association of Foreign Car 
Manufacturers.”The PNRR programs 
represent a historic opportunity for Italy, 
fundamental for the take-off of green 
mobility and the relaunch of the automotive 
sector, with benefits for the environment, 
employment stability and the state budget. 
In this context, our sector can play a central 
role in restarting the economy, through 
three strategic pillars on which to channel 
the available resources: proper support for 
the development of green mobility, 
respecting technological neutrality; the 
creation of refueling infrastructures for new 
generation vehicles; greater competitiveness 
of Italian companies, aligning the taxation of 
companies that use company cars with that of the main European countries, reducing the competitive gap they 
suffer ". 

Gen Feb Mar Apr Ma Giu Lug Ag Sett Ott Nov Dic

2021 134

2020 156 163 28 4 100 132 136 88 156 157 138 119

2019 165 178 194 174 197 172 153 89 142 157 151 140

2018 178 182 214 171 199 175 153 92 125 147 147 124

2017 172 184 226 160 204 188 145 83 167 158 156 121
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12 Unemployment in december 2020 
Source Eurostat



 Unemployment rises to 9% in December compared to 8.8% in November; it was 9.6% in 
December 2019. Youth unemployment also rises: 29.7% compared to 29.4% in November 
and 28.4% last year. As for the automotive sector as a whole, according to preliminary data 
from ANFIA, in November 
2020 the domestic 
production of cars grew by 
42% compared to the 
same month last year. In 
the first eleven months, 
car production fell by 
20.4%.  
The share of gas 
vehicles fell to 8.1% in 
January compared to 8.5% 
in December and 8.7% in 

the same month last 
year. Along with electric 
and hybrid vehicles, the 
share of vehicles 
powered by an 
alternative to oil stood 
at 37.1% in December 
compared to 20% last 
year, thanks solely to 
electric vehicles. During 
the month, diesel 
dropped to 26.9% (it 
was 33.6% in January 

2020). Petrol vehicles covered 36% of the market in the month compared to 46.4% in 
January 2020.  

 

 

Consequently, as regards 
environmentally friendly engines, 
the proportions between the 
various alternatives continue to 
shift in favor of the electric and 

hybrid.  

Emilio di Camillo – www.centrostudisubalpino.it – February 2021 
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